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Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A polyolefin nonwoven web having di irable hydrophilic 
properties and formed of polyolefin fibers, said web comprising multicomp ment fibers and a 
multiplicity of bond sites bonding said fibers, said multicomponent fibers ii eluding a first 
component formed by a hydrophobic polypropylene and a second compone it formed of a blend 
of a hydrophobic polyolefin and a hydrophilic melt additive, wherein said hydrophilic meh 
additive is a mixture of hydroxy phenols and polyethylene glycols, said sect >nd component being 
disposed at the surface of said fibers. 

2. (Original) The web according to claim 1, wherein substantially the entire surface 
of said multicomponent fibers is formed from said second componmt. 

3 . (Original) The web according to claim 2, wherein said multi component fibers 
comprise sheath-core bicomponent fibers, and wherein said first component fonns the core and 
said second conrponent forms the sheath. 

4. (Original) The web according to claim 3, wherein said second component is a 
blend of polypropylene with said hydrophilic melt additive. 

5. (Original) The web according to claim 3, wherein said secon i component is a 
blend of polyethylene with said hydrophilic melt additive, 

6. (Original) The web according to claim 5, wherein said web additionally includes 
sheath-core bicomponent fibers which have a hydrophobic polyethylene sheath component and a 
hydrophobic polypropylene core component. 

7. (Original) The web according to claim 1, wherein said multic omponent fibers 
comprise an air-laid web of staple fibers, a carded web of staple fibers, a wel -laid web of staple 
fibers, a web of meltblown fibers or a spxmbonded web of substantially conti nuous filaments. 
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8. (Cancelled) 

9 . (Currently amended) A polyolefin nonwo ven web having d arable hydrophilic 
properties and formed of polyolefin fibers, said web comprising sheath-con bicomponent fibers 
and a multiplicity of bond sites bonding said fibers, the core component of .^aid bicomponent 
fibers comprising a hydrophobic polypropylene and the sheath component < f said bicomponent 
fiber comprising a blend of a hydrophobic polypropylene and a hydrophihc melt additive^ 
wherein said hydrophilic melt additive is a mixture of hydroxy phenols and polvetfavlene glycols . 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Cancelled) 

1 2. (Previously amended) A nonwoven web having durable hyd ophilic properties 
comprising sheath-core bicomponent fibers and a multiphcity of bond sites lionding said fibers, 
the core component of said bicomponent fibers comprising a hydrophobic p< ilypropylene and the 
sheath component of said bicomponent fiber comprising a blend of a hydrop liobic polyolefin and 
a hydrophilic melt additive, wherein said hydrophilic melt additive is a mixt ire of hydroxy 
phenols and polyethylene glycols. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Original) The web according to claim 9, \'v1iereni said sheatl component forms 
at least 50 percent by weight of the fibers. 

15. (Original) The web according to claim 9, wherein said bond sites comprise 
discrete spaced apart thermal point bonds bonding said bicomponent fibers tci one another, 

16. (Original) The web according to claim 9, wherein said bicomponent fibers are 
staple fibers and said web is a carded thermal bonded web. 
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17. (Original) The web according to claim 9, wherein said bicoi aponent fibers are 
continuous filaments and said web is a spunbonded web. 

18. (Original) A nonwoven web having durable hydrophihc pro jerties comprising 
multicomponent fibers, said multicomponent fibers comprising a first component formed by a 
hydrophobic polypropylene and a second component disposed at the surface of said fibers and 
formed of a blend of a hydrophobic polyethylene and a hydrophilic melt advUtive, said 
hydrophilic melt additive comprising a mixture of hydroxy phenols and polyethylene glycols. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently amended) A polyolefin nonwoven web having du rable hydrophilic 
properties and comprising a blend of non-wettable sheath-core bicomponent polyolefin fibers 
and wettable sheath-core bicomponent polyolefin fibers, said non-wettable libers having a 
polyethylene sheath component and a polypropylene core component, and sdd wettable fibers 
having a sheath component formed of a blend of polyethylene with a hydrophilic melt additive^ 
wherein said hydrophilic melt additive is a mixture of hydroxy phenols and nolvethvlene glycols. 
and a polypropylene core component. 

21 . (Original) The web according to claim 20, wherein said non- A^ettable 
bicomponent fibers are of a lower denier than said wettable bicomponent fib 

22. (Original) The web according to claim 20, wherein said web :omprises from 10 
to 90 weight percent of said non-wettable fibers and fi-om 90 to 10 weight percent of said 
wettable fibers, 

23 . (Ciirrently amended) A composite fiabric comprising a polyo] afin nonwoven web 
having durable hydrophilic properties and formed of polyolefin fibers, and at least one additional 
layer bonded to said polyolefin nonwoven web, said nonwoven web being formed of polyolefin 
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fibers and comprising multicomponent fibers, said multicomponent fibers including a first 
component formed by a hydrophobic polypropylene and a second componeit fonned of a blend 
of a hydrophobic polyolefin and a hydrophilic melt additive, wherein said h ydrophilic meh 
additive is a mixture of hvdroxv phenols and polyethylene glycols, said see* >nd component being 
disposed at the surface of said fibers. 

24. (Original) A composite febric according to claim 23, wherein said at least one 
additional layer includes an additional nonwoven web. 

25. (Original) A composite fabric according to claim 23, wherei i said at least one 
additional layer includes a film. 

26 . (Original) A diaper including a nonwoven web having durab le hydrophilic 
properties according to claim 1. 

27. (Original) A feminine hygiene product including a nonwovei i web having 
durable hydrophihc properties according to claim L 

28. (Original) An article of apparel comprising a nonwoven web having durable 
hydrophihc properties according to claim 1. 

29. (Withdrawn) A filter including a filtration medium comprisii g a nonwoven web 
having durable hydrophilic properties according to claim 1. 

30. (Withdrawn) A filter according to claim 29, wherein said nor woven web forms a 
membrane support, and including an ultrafiltration membrane carried by said nonwoven web 
membrane support. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A carded thermal bonded polyolefin no Qwoven web having 
durable hydrophilic properties, said web consisting essentially of carded stap:e fibers and a 
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multiplicity of bond sites bonding said fibers to form a coherent web, said v -eb comprising 
multicomponent fibers including a first component formed by a hydrophobi z polypropylene and 
a second component formed of a blend of a hydrophobic polyolefin and a h:/drophilic melt 
additive, wherein said hvdrophilic melt additive is a mixture of hydroxy phc nols and 
polyethylene glycols, said second component being disposed at the surface of said fibers. 

32. (Currently Amended) A spunbonded polyolefin nonwoveti v 'eb having durable 
hydrophilic properties, said web consisting essentially of randomly arrangec continuous 
filaments and a multiplicity of bond sites bonding said filaments to form a c >herent web, said 
web comprising multicomponent filaments including a fu:st component fom led by a hydrophobic 
polypropylene and a second component formed of a blend of a hydrophobic polyolefin and a 
hydrophilic melt additive, wherein said hydrophihc melt additive is a mixtui e of hydroxy 
phenols and polyethylene glycols, said second component being disposed at the surface of said 
filaments. 
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